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Press Release – Road and Residential Improvements
Continue on the Watchic Lake Watershed
November 2022. The Watchic Lake Association, working together with the Maine
Department of Environmental Protection have completed the next wave of
projects to reduce stormwater runo� into Watchic Lake.

In late 2019, the Watchic Lake Association (https://watchiclake.org/) (WLA) with help
from FB Environmental (https://www.fbenvironmental.com/) developed a watershed
protection plan designed to improve water quality in the Watchic Lake Watershed over
the coming 10 years. The plan was approved by the Maine Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in
March of 2020, making WLA eligible to apply for implementation grant funds.  In January
of 2021, WLA was awarded an implementation grant* in the amount of $125,000. The
WLA is now implementing the agreed runo� remediation projects.

During September and October, several projects have been completed, encompassing
both residential properties and roads to the lake:

• The location and layout of Watchic Road 15 allowed signi�cant runo� to directly
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enter the lake and made for a challenging remediation project. Working with
property owners’, improvements were made to address excessive stormwater
runo� issues. Best Management Practices included installing two catch basins,
resurfacing the road to properly direct runo�, adding an in�ltration walking path
with in�ltration steps at the water’s edge, and erosion control mulch to further
�lter and slow runo�.

• Pedestrian access to the lake from Hi-Vu Road had deteriorated over the years,
allowing stormwater to run down a steep hill and directly into the lake. The Hi-Vu
Road Association leveraging DEP funds, and technical and permitting assistance
from the WLA and FB Environmental, installed a series of in�ltration steps, mulch,
and native plants to capture stormwater and allow it to settle into the ground and
not run directly into the lake. Not only is the lake being protected, but Hi-Vu
residents now have a safer way to get to the water.

• Access to a dock from a Watchic Crossroads residential property had not been
properly installed years ago, and had recently fallen into disrepair, causing large
volumes of stormwater to run across the property and directly into the lake.
Improvements were made to the steps leading to the lake, not only reducing
stormwater runo� into the lake, but also making for a much more attractive and
comfortable access to the dock.

Chris Martino of Watchic Crossroads commented “as a new property owner on Watchic
Lake, I feel it’s important to keep the lake clean and enjoyable for my family and
maintain the value of my property. Access to DEP funds and FB Environmental expertise
was just the incentive I needed to upgrade access to the lake. After all the recent heavy
rains, I know the investment is paying o� – I’ve not seen any water washing directly into
the lake during these rains”.

“Working together with the Maine DEP, these projects (and future projects) have been a
win-win for everyone,” said Paul McNulty, President of Watchic Lake Association
(https://watchiclake.org/). “With access to DEP funds, property owners have been able to
use best management practices bene�cial to Watchic Lake’s health and help maintain
their property values.”

*Funding for these projects, in part, was provided by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency under Section 319 of the Clean Water Act.  The funding is administered by the Maine
Department of Environmental Protection in partnership with EPA.  EPA does not endorse any
commercial products or services mentioned.

The Watchic Lake Association (https://watchiclake.org/) was founded in 1956. An all-
volunteer organization, the WLA has as its overall mission protecting and improving the
ecosystem of the Watchic Lake and the Watchic Lake Watershed. In addition to managing the
Watchic Lake dam to protect wildlife and minimize shore damage, the association works with
property owners, and state and local government to monitor and improve water quality
through education and remediation programs. For more information, please contact the
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Watchic Lake Association at https://watchiclake.org/contact-us/ (https://watchiclake.org
/contact-us/)

Established in 2001, FB Environmental Associates (https://www.fbenvironmental.com
/index.html) is a consulting �rm that specializes in environmental assessment, monitoring,
planning, mapping, modeling, and restoration projects in the watersheds of New England’s
lakes, streams, rivers, and estuaries. FB Environmental is committed to providing reasonably
priced, high-quality professional products while maintaining close communication with our
clients. For more information contact us at info@fbenvironmental.com
(mailto:info@fbenvironmental.com)

In�ltration steps and stone work for erosion control.
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Hi-Vu Road Beach Access Via In�ltration Steps

READ MORE  (HTTPS://WATCHICLAKE.ORG/2022/08/02/AUGUST-24-MEET-AND-GREET-AT-THE-OUTPOST/ )

(https://watchiclake.org/2022/08/02/august-24-meet-and-greet-at-the-outpost/)
A Second Successful Meet and Greet at the Outpost (https://watchiclake.org/2022/08
/02/august-24-meet-and-greet-at-the-outpost/)

Thank you the Watchic Lake users and and owners who joined us Wednesday August 24 at the
Outpost for...

READ MORE  (HTTPS://WATCHICLAKE.ORG/2022/07/31/UPCOMING-AND-RECENT-EVENTS/ )

(https://watchiclake.org/2022/07/31/upcoming-and-recent-events/)
Upcoming and Recent Events (https://watchiclake.org/2022/07/31/upcoming-and-recent-
events/)

This listing includes events happening on Watchic Lake or in Standish. Many other regional events
ca...

Announcements
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Business Sponsors
BirdMaster (https://watchiclake.org/2017/06/05/birdmaster/)

Hannaford Supermarket, Standish (https://watchiclake.org/2021/08/31/hannaford-
supermarket-standish/)

Keller Williams Realty (https://watchiclake.org/2014/04/28/keller-williams-realty/)

Outpost Public House (https://watchiclake.org/2019/09/29/the-outpost-public-house/)

Saco River Dentistry (https://watchiclake.org/2016/03/13/saco-river-dentistry/)

Seasonal Solutions (https://watchiclake.org/2014/03/20/seasonal-solutions/)
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